The emergence of digital technology is a process of storage, retrieval and dissemination of information has made the traditional libraries to go digital. Librariesall around the world have responded to diverse challenges posed by preservation of digital information and have encountered the technical, organizational, resource and legal issues associated with it. The paper highlights brief about thedigital library preservation, challenges and opportunity, software like LOCKSS, E-prints, D-space, Depot, Fedora, Greenstone etc which are useful for developing digital libraries and digital library initiatives in India.
Introduction
The first and foremost motto of library is providing the right Information to the right users at the right time in right manner. The information and communication technology particularly the Internet and the Web, have brought massive changes in the ways of information preservation, dissemination, access, and use. In earlier days the information was being made available in printed format. However, with the advancement of information and communication technology(ICT), the situation has changingrapidly as the printed information is converted into electronic format and available for use with the help of the information and communication technologies. This resulted in development of digital libraries at publishers, institutional and at individual's level to provide access to scholarly literature through World Wide Web (WWW). Today, the developmentof digital libraries is fast picking up both in developedand developing countries using both commercialand open source software. This has changed theway in which information is being delivered to endusersby the libraries.
Digital Libraries and Preservation
Digital preservation is the exploration of systematic approaches to ingest, archive, and disseminate digitized information. The development of digital preservation is heavily influenced by the use of electronic devices such as personal computers, electronic game devices, mobiles, digital cameras, digital recorders, and digital TVs.
Digital preservation is a process by which data is preserved in digital form in order to ensure usability, durability and intellectual integrity of the information contained therein. "the storage, maintenance, and accessibility of digital object (include any digital material such as a text document, an image file, a multimedia CD-ROM or a database) over long term, usually as a consequence of applying one or more digital preservation strategies. A digital preservation strategy should be evaluated against a set of criteria such as technological feasibility, cost-effectiveness, effectiveness in retaining the essential attributes of digital information, acceptance by creators, managers of digital repositories, and user communities. 
Challenges and Opportunities

Software for Digital Libraries LOCKSS
LOCKSS (Lots of Copies Keep Stuff Safe
) is an opensource system under the auspices of the Stanford University. LOCKSS is a distributed, peer-to-peer preservation system that is able to manage multiple copies at remote data repositories. The system was released in 2004 and had been tested at more than 50 libraries worldwide.
Eprints
EPrints is free software developed by the University of Southampton, England. ePrints@IISc repository collects preserves and disseminates in digital format the research output created by the IISc research community. It enables the Institute community to deposit their preprints; post prints and other scholarly publications using a web interface, and organizes 
Digital Library Initiatives in India
In India, a number of digital library initiatives and digitization programmes have been initiated across the country. Some of the important initiatives are discussed below. 
Digital Library of India
ETD and Institutional Repository
Theses and dissertations are the bedrock of graduate education. Thesis and dissertation research is guided by experts in the field and frequently funded by highly competitive scholarships and grants. Theses and dissertations are useful sources of secondary information, particularly in the humanities, where texts are important and ideas stay current longer. Most of these works languish in college and university libraries and archives. Electronically publishing of theses and dissertations brings this valuable material more prominence. An Institutional Repository (IR) is a digital archive of the intellectual output of a university. Theses and dissertations are one basic category of material for an IR.
Vidyanidhi Projects
Vidyanidhi (which means "treasure of knowledge" in Sanskrit) is a digital archive of dissertations, as well as a set of resources for doctoral research in India. Vidyanidhi is being developed as a national repository and a consortium for electronic dissertations, through participation and partnership with universities, academic institutions, and other stakeholders. Vidyanidhi began as a pilot project in 2000with governmental support, well as support from the Ford Foundation and Microsoft India. The Ford Foundation support is for focusing on Social and Human Sciences. The Microsoft support is for the implementation of Unicode for Indian Languages. Vidyanidhi is a member of the Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD), and UNESCO and other efforts in this direction. UNESCO supports ETD initiatives worldwide.
Electronic Theses and Dissertation Project of INFLIBNET Centre
INLIBNET hosts a bibliographic database 200,000 dissertations from about two hundred Indian universities going back to 1905. The Repository uses D-Space, which complies with the Open Archives Initiative (OAI) framework allowing publications to be easily indexed and searched by web search engines and other indexing services.
Indian Institute of Astrophysics
The Indian Institute of Astrophysics has its origins in the Madras Observatory, which was created in the late 18 th century. Today the Institute is a national research centre for physics and astronomy. 
Problems for Digital Initiatives
The digitization initiatives in India are encountered with several problems such as lack of technicalinfrastructure, trained manpower, finances and policy initiatives. Some of the important problems are discussed below:  Lack of clear cut policy at National level with main focus on sustainability  Outdated software and hardware and difficulty in upgrading the same.  Non-availability of cost effective new technological advancement.  Lack of multiple Indian language OCR facilities.  Non-standard technical activities, data description and transmission characteristics.  Non-availability of well-trained skilled personnel.  Lack of management support  Lack of proper preservation policy  No Intellectual Property Rights policy for content development of digital information.  Rigidity in the publishers' policies and data formats
Conclusion
Digital library initiatives in India are still in a promising stage of development. Many of the initiatives are one time projects with a limited grant, without proper planning for continuity. Important issues such as project objectives, preservation methods, content selection, and coordination with other similar initiatives, access mechanism, sustainability and cost factor should be addressed. The digital library concept in the Indian context is a new, that can become reality through projects and programmes funded by the government and the initiatives taken by the Libraries, which would like to develop a digital library, must make careful planning and undertake viability study, as digital library projects requires careful selection of hardware, software, materials and standards to be used in their preservation. The sustainability of digital libraries is difficult unless organisations have good budgetary support and quality manpower.
